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You can see from the above that the 
dates for next year’s show are 2nd-
12th April 2015. Based on the level 
of interest, which is substantially 
higher than in previous years, and 
bearing in mind that we only have a 
limited capacity, people need to book 
early. We are therefore going to put 
in place the booking mechanisms 
within the next 2-weeks.  We strongly 
recommend that if you are serious 
about booking you follow the 
administrative procedures. 

Last year we had quite a few last 
minute cancellations after we had 
closed the bookings but we were not 
agile enough to rebook those places. 
This year we will be asking for people 
to register early, to pay a deposit 
early, and to confirm their booking by 
paying the balance of the entry fees 
by no later than the end of January 
2015. This is in order to streamline 
our administration which can get 
quite hectic in the months before the 
show, as well as to ensure that those 
people who are keen to come feel 
confident that they have secured a 
place at Stars 2015.

Despite our best efforts to optimise 
our revenue for the 2014 event we  
fell far short of what was needed to 
cover our costs. Our actual loss as 
per our auditors was R323,388.54.   
Sandstone’s agricultural business 
acts as the shock absorber that 
handles these sort of deficits but 

Stars of Sandstone 2015

These two pictures taken by Rod Hering from South Africa (above) and Jirí Strecha from Czech Republic (top) 
show the grandeur of the landscape. We are sure everyone who has experienced our Mountain Wanderer train 
will agree that this is a true Out of Africa experience.
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being in a business which is reliant on 
nature and global pricing factors our 
revenue streams are never guaranteed. 
Commodity prices fluctuate violently 
and after the 2014 event they went 
down dramatically and are likely to 
remain that way for the foreseeable 
future. This is as a direct result of 
excellent harvests across the globe. 
However, we are optimistic that with a 
small increase in entry price and with  
a higher average of people per day  we 
will do better in 2015. Photo credit: Jirí Strecha from Czech Republic

http://www.sandstone-estates.com/
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By far the biggest problem is the cost 
to maintain the railway infrastructure 
which needs constant attention.  
Although we have had a contractor 
on site since December 2013 through 
to the end of April 2014, which is 
when their contract ended, we have 
already identified more than 8-weeks 
of work that needs to be done on 
the line due to subsidence and the 
need to improve many of the curves 
etc.  Anyone with a Narrow Gauge 
railway anywhere in the world knows 
how dynamic these things are – 
they literally move constantly and to 
run a safe and reliable railway one 
just has to be very methodical and 
check every single centimetre of 
that line before any major utilisation 
takes place. Because we do not 
have the privilege of running daily 
passenger trains for a large locally 
based urban population which would 
more than offset these overheads 
we have to put the entire cost of the 
railway maintenance essentially into 

This picture summarises what it is all about at 
Sandstone’s annual event. An NGG16 with a 
passenger train, a Military convoy heading for the 
border, a very rare Sentinel Steam lorry against the 
background of Soya Beans and Cosmos. All under 
sunny skies.

Photo credit: Jean Dulez

one event because that is the only 
revenue generator we have.

We are proud of what we achieved 
in 2014 and we think it is very well 
summarised by one of our real 
stalwarts, Hannes Paling, who has 
hardly ever missed an event at 
Sandstone who said:

A short note to thank you for the 
splendid week on the farm, the 
engines were clean and polished, 
they looked terrific, the cosmos  was 
spectacular the timing was spot on as 
far the flowers are concerned, I had a 
great time, met old friends and made 
plenty new ones, everything was on 
time and seemed to run smoothly, in 
my opinion the best event ever.

Best regards

Hannes

Click here to see Hannes Palings 
photographs on flickr

We would like to say a big 
thank you to all of those who 
took the time and trouble  
to visit us for Stars 2014. Many 
overseas visitors arrived up  
to a week early and helped us 
tremendously to prepare our 
old machines for their special 
time and place in the sun.  
Thanks to all of you who have 
written to us. Your feedback 
and comments are invaluable. 
We would also like to say  
a special thanks to those 
who donated clothes for the  
local community.

A particularly massive thank you to 
the Armour Museum in Bloemfontein 
for their huge contribution. They 
supported us in a way that was 
almost unimaginable. A very strong 
team of professional soldiers 
under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Raymond Hohls was there 
throughout the show supporting us, 
talking to the public, giving them 
rides on some of the awesome 
machinery that they brought with 
them from Bloemfontein. We are 
sure that many of the people who 
took advantage of the opportunity to 
ride on an Olifant tank or a Rooikat 
Armoured Fighting Vehicle will 
never forget the experience. It is 
not something that happens every 
day. So to Brigadier General André 
Retief, Officer Commanding of the 
SA Armour Formation who took the 
Salute and his team of Officers and 
NCO’s, we say thank you. You have 
no idea how much your contribution

A host of  
thank you’s

To Our Friends in  
the Military

was appreciated by well over 
1,000 people. We have had lots of 
requests for updated news stories 
from international publications and 
we believe that your support and 
activities will resonate throughout 
the Military Heritage world for a long 
while to come. We appreciate that the 
team had to transfer immediately to 
Bloemfontein after the event to set-
up and host the impressive Armour 
Exhibit at the Bloemfontein Show 
which the Sandstone Heritage Trust 
participated in. We contributed our 
1910 Peerless Truck from World War 
One, together with a Saracen with its 
90mm gun and our Eland 60.

This relationship with the Armour 
Museum is genuinely synergistic 
because both parties give generously 
to the relationship. It is indeed sad 
that similar relationships could not 
have been developed with other like-
minded organisations, particularly in 
the Railway Heritage arena.Photo credit: David Benn

https://www.flickr.com/photos/alfav8/sets/72157644098155905/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/alfav8/sets/72157644098155905/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/alfav8/sets/72157644098155905/


3

To Our Friends in the Military II

Armour Museum heavy transport arriving at 
Sandstone with a Rooikat, SANDF’s current 
armoured fighting vehicle.

Our 1915 Feldbahn locomotive from the First World 
War being guarded by the Wehrmacht (Capt. Charl 
Ihlenfeldt) with a very casual American GI Vietnam 
War retiree in attendance (WO1 Sieg Marais).

Photo credit: Gary Barnes

Sandstone Estates Ratel, a machine capable of 
reducing many people to tears for various reasons.

Photo credit: Rod Hering

An impressive line-up of Armoured Fighting vehicles

Photo credit: Rod Hering

Heavy Armour Russian T72

Photo credit: Rod Hering

Sandstone’s very own Mk IV Sherman which saw 
service in the Second World War

Photo credit: Rod Hering

We ran more than 80 individual 
trains during the event without 
any serious technical mishaps. 
The crews worked incredibly 
hard and for those many 
drivers who came to us from 
the UK, Belgium, Australia, 
and the USA we believe that 
they got the exposure to the 
Sandstone Steam Railroad 
that they were looking for. 
We ran the most number of 
Mountain Wanderer trains we 
had ever run. In fact we ran 
two on the final day around 
the entire circuit for the benefit 
of the local community and 
once again it went very well. 
Our volunteers, particularly 
our train crews, work very long 
hours and are exhausted at the 
end of the event. Without them 
we could not operate and we 
want them to know that we 
appreciated their commitment  
to our cause.

We have also started to receive 
photographs from the many people who 
had their cameras at the ready. These 
include our photographic group under 
the inspired direction of David Benn who 
was with us for the entire duration of the 
event ensuring that the photographers 
were well looked after and well 
organised, and also those of you who 
we refer to as amateur photographers. 
We appreciate you sending them and 

A big thank you to  
our Volunteers

Thank You to our Dedicated Photographers

SA Armour Museum

please remember that we are going to 
produce a photographic DVD of about 
1,000 pictures representing the best 
of the best from those who would like 
to share their photos with us and the 
world. Please put your best photos 
on a CD and forward them to Joanne 
West if you are based internationally 
or in SA please send to Babita Hira. 
Their addresses appear at the bottom 
of this newsletter.

We will be doing these once again. 
They are becoming increasingly 
popular and the quality of the 
photographs is breathtaking. David 
Benn coordinated our 2014 event 
with great skill and aplomb and he 
has volunteered to do it again.

If you would like to register as a 
photographer please notify  
David, E: david@shrinks.co.za,  
and copy Joanne West,  
E: joannewest@btinternet.com.

Early Morning  
Photo Shoots

www.saarmourmuseum.co.za

This wonderful picture is one of many showing the 
NG15 leading an NGG16 Garratt

Photo credit: Jirí Strecha

https://www.facebook.com/saarmourmuseum
http://www.saarmourmuseum.co.za/
mailto:david%40shrinks.co.za?subject=Stars%20of%20Sandstone%202015%20Photography
mailto:joannewest%40btinternet.com?subject=Stars%20of%20Sandstone%202015%20Photography
http://www.saarmourmuseum.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/saarmourmuseum
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A big thank you to our 
unsung heroes, Lukas and 
Anna Nel and the team from 
Bloemfontein. They have 
achieved the extraordinary 
miracle of being able to take a 
very derelict locomotive every 
year and have it ready by the 
next show. That happened 
with Avonside, No. 1624, 
“Xanthe”, which was unveiled 
in 2014.

One steam enthusiast who 
worked for Virgin Trains in 
the UK donated a number of 
obsolete train uniforms which 
were worn proudly by the ladies 
many of whom you met in the 
Waenhuis and who supported 
our event so strongly.

Thank you to  
our Staff

And to the Ladies.

These were very popular during 2014 
but we weren’t that organised. We 
were combining Speckled Sugar 
Beans and Sunflowers during the 
event and we expect to be doing 
something similar in 2015. We will 
be setting up a special programme 
where people can book a farm tour. 
Many people were as interested in 
riding in a combine harvester as 
they were in anything else, which is 
something that we didn’t really come 
to terms with because to us these are 
routine activities.

People who are interested in modern 
farm tours should indicate their 
interest when they book. There was 
a valid complaint that people didn’t 
know when these tours were, which 
is correct, because they were being 
organised somewhat informally.  
We will have a much more formal 
programme next year.

Modern Farm tours

Harvesting Sugar Beans

Harvesting Soya Beans

Harvesting Sunflowers

Photo credit: Alex Reichle

The machines work late into the night and are supported 
by heavy vehicles to transfer the crops to the silos.

Many people ask us why we have 
our event in the early part of April.  
The reason is that it combines the 
wonderful Autumnal climate, it is cold 
enough for the steam to condense 
and make photographs more 
dynamic, not to mention the railway 
experience itself. It is harvest time 
which is always a happy time on the 

Why April?
farm, and finally it is Easter so people 
have time to get away.

For those who have not been to 
Sandstone the pictures below will 
provide you with a feel for what Autumn 
is like in the Eastern Free State.

Tessa Joughin, a very highly 
competent local photographer, took 
the following pictures.
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This is a somewhat undiscov-
ered area of our activities but 
we are going to concentrate on 
improving it in 2014.  Here’s one 
of our steam rollers doing a nor-
mal day’s work at Sandstone 
improving our road network.

The Chipmunk, Tiger Moth, and 
Harvard were very popular this year. 
We will be working with the Aviation 
guys to do the same again next year. 
The picture below will provide people 

We were able to put together 
an enormous variety of consists 
involving freight only, passenger only, 
or mixed freight and passenger. 

We can even take our cattle along for 
a ride if we so desire.

The photographs below give an 
indication of some of the train 
configurations that one can expect.

Road making 
machinery, 
construction 
equipment etc.

Aviation

Our Wonderful Selection of Rolling Stock

who have not been to Sandstone 
before with the sort of view that you 
would have if you took a flight in one  
of the classic aircraft operating from 
our runway.

A Harvard coming in to land with some friends of 
similar vintage.

Who is taking who for a ride...

Photo credit: Alan Middleditch

Photo credit: Rod Hering 

The interior of our wonderfully compact 2-ft Narrow 
Gauge Dining Car

Photo credit: Jirí Strecha
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Consists

Catering

A Reminder

Sometimes we keep it simple. Our Bagnall 
Diesel with a consist of B-Bogies

Photo credit: Marc-Henri Andre

Our trusty old Fowler Tank Engine with a mixed 
industrial and passenger load

A full agricultural consist comes rushing by the airstrip 
with an MGTC standing at the level crossing.  

Photo credit Gary Barnes

(Top Left) When you have ridden in 
a Military vehicle and been on many 
trains you have not run out of things 
to do. Try a trip down the line in our 
wonderful sedate and dignified 1910 
BSA Rail Car. Book trips at the Station  
3 passengers at a time.

(Top Right) This is the centre of all 
our Railway activities. Our Station 
building originally built new by 
the British Imperial Railways at 
Kommandonek Station on the 
Bloemfontein-Bethlehem line in 1907 
was found derelict on a local farm 
and restored.

(Bottom right) If you really want to 
slow down the pace of your life go 
for an ox wagon ride.

We are continuing to upgrade our 
facilities. For those people who were 
seriously concerned about whether 
they would go through the floor while 
carrying a large plate of pap and 
potjie back to their table they may 
rest assured that it has been sorted 
out. A new concrete base and a new 
wooden floor have been installed.

Please remember if you are planning 
on visiting in 2015 and are keen to 
donate some clothing start putting 
clothes aside now. In the cold Free 
State winters a warm, woolly jumper 
can make someone very happy.

Photo credit: Alex Reichle

Other attractions

Photo credit: Gary Barnes

Our 1920 Pillared Dining Car continues to be very popular.

Photo credit: Hannes Paling

If you miss the train you can always catch the bus. 

Photo credit: Jirí Strecha
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Next year we will be looking for 
volunteers to join our Tractor section.  
We have a large collection of tractors, 
many of which are very rare.

Here one of our happy volunteers 
from Natal puts a very rare Marshall 
MP6 tractor through its paces.

If you are interested in becoming 
involved in our Tractor section  
please e-mail 
Chris Wilson
E: katbr@worldonline.co.za 
and copy Joanne West,
E: joannewest@btinternet.com. 

We have added a considerable number of interesting links which are Railway related or which are someway relevant 
to our activities. 

For the real Railway enthusiast why 
not subscribe to the Railway Heritage 
Group bulletin. Copies can be viewed 

on the Steam in Action web site – 
see: www.steam-in-action.com.

However, to receive your copy direct 
e-mail Wally Greig on 

E: wgreig@mweb.co.za.

Calling all Tractor Enthusiasts New Books 
Available

Interesting links / Picture links I

Film Crew

Steam in Action website
www.steam-in-action.com

A film company from India booked the 
entire venue for 5-days and has been 
and gone.

They hired 3 Garratts for most of 
the time that they were on the farm.  
Our thanks to Les Labuschagne and 
the team that he assembled to operate 

these trains to the entire satisfaction of 
the Bollywood production crew. This 
looks to be an exciting movie and we 
will issue details once the movie has 
been produced on the circuit

The train crew for the Bollywood movie shoot. 

Les Labuschagne (right) and Izak (left)

Photo credit: Jirí Strecha

Click here to read more

Marc-Henri Andre, one of our regular 
visitors from Switzerland, has put 

together a really excellent PDF 
which we have asked if we can print 

in book form. Click here:
Marc-Henri Andre Photography II

Click here to see more photographs:

Here is one on how to make 
a steam locomotive:

Click here to watch the video

Click here for  
more information

mailto:katbr%40worldonline.co.za?subject=Stars%20of%20Sandstone%202015
mailto:joannewest%40btinternet.com?subject=Stars%20of%20Sandstone%202015
mailto:wgreig%40mweb.co.za?subject=Railway%20History%20Group
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DaHIEudnoRYU
http://www.steam-in-action.com/
http://translate.google.com/translate%3Fhl%3Den%26sl%3Dfr%26u%3Dhttp://www.letortillard.fr/%26prev%3D/search%253Fq%253Dletortillard%2526rls%253Dcom.microsoft:en-ZA:IE-Address
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20140528/MH.StarsOfSandstone2014.20-20..pdf
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20140528/marc-henri%2520andre%2520-%2520stars%2520of%2520sandstone%2520part%2520one.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aHIEudnoRYU
http://www.steam-in-action.com/
http://www.steam-in-action.com/
http://www.letortillard.fr/
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20140528/MH.StarsOfSandstone2014.20-20..pdf
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20140528/marc-henri%20andre%20-%20stars%20of%20sandstone%20part%20one.pdf
http://www.steam-in-action.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=265:new-title-released-by-dennis-moore&catid=12:sia-news&Itemid=123
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Interesting links / Picture links II

Media Section

12 13

your world // local colour local colour // your world

Losing your marbLes
Marbles are not just for children. The fierce game, in which competitors aim 
to knock 49 marbles from a marked circle using their own “tolley” marble, has 
been played for centuries, but at The Greyhound pub at Tinsley Green, west 
Sussex in the uK, they take their marbles seriously. The British & world Marbles 
championship is held here annually, this year taking place on 18 april. The 
event attracts players from all over the world to The Greyhound’s purpose-built 
platform, which dates back in its current form to the 1930s, although reputedly the 
tradition of a competition here goes back as far as Elizabethan times. Expect a 
serious attitude to the game, made lighter by fancy dress and plenty of fun. you’ll 
likely walk away with a pocket full of multi-coloured marbles and the inspiration to 
get back into the game.
www.greyhoundmarbles.com

The wiTching hour
witches and warlocks are said to gather on walpurgisnacht on 30 april in the Harz Mountains  
in Germany. according to local mythology, the magical beings gather throughout the 
mountains before flying to Brocken on broomsticks or goats to recount the year’s deeds as 
they await the arrival of Spring. The festival may sound fierce, but in the town of Thale, hordes  
of 35,000 attend the colourful events, dressing in costumes and dancing around bonfires until 
the wee hours of the morning. Bands create a party atmosphere and a phenomenal  
multimedia laser show is performed on four towers with fiery effects. The festivities culminate  
in a spectacular fireworks display, lighting up the night and welcoming the new season. 
alternative celebrations are held across the country, including in Berlin. Be bewitched.
www.walpurgismarkt-thale.de

Loving grains
love is in the air in Miao in Taijiang, china, 
where 14 – 16 april sees the Sisters’ Meal 
Festival match up prospective partners in 
a courtship ritual for young Miao or Hmong 
people that revolves around the medium 
of sticky rice. Set to music from the lusheng 
[reed instrument], amid dancing, paper-
dragon fights and buffalo sparring, suitors 
come to woo the young Miao women, who 
adorn themselves in exquisite embroidery 
and heavy silver jewellery. The men serenade 
the women and present a parcel of dyed 
rice to their potential wives. The women give 
back different rice-parcels, containing a 
coded message. Two chopsticks in the rice 
indicates an acceptance of the proposal and 
a single chopstick is a polite refusal. Garlic is 
a definitive rejection. while the youngsters 
set about their wooing ways, the elders catch 
up with distant friends and family at the 
markets, or row dugout canoes on the river 
beside the festival ground. The evening sees 
music, dancing and merriment.
www.cnta.com

gLobaL
go

PeriscoPe
it’s a sporting month, but perhaps not in the 
way you know it. From boomerang-throwing 
to downhill racing, these festivals showcase 
far-from-common sporting treats.

AUsTrALiA: WORLD BOOMERANG CUP
after a 22-year absence, the world 
boomerang cup makes its way back to 
Perth from 12 – 23 april. competitors from 16 
to 70 years-old join the line-up to combine 
mathematics, science and athleticism in 
hurling sport boomerangs and hoping they 
come back.
wbcperth2014.com

AUsTriA: GOURMET CLASS SKIING
During this legendary giant slalom event 
on 9 – 10 april, hoteliers, sommeliers, and 
waiters do battle on the slopes at ischgl, 
demonstrating their short swing turns to 
earn the world champion title. The race of 
the year for the hospitality industry goes 
whooshing down the resort’s slopes.
www.ischgl.com

FrANce: BOL D’OR
The bol d’or is a major international 
motorcycling event on 26 – 27 april, with 
fun events and activities thrown into the 
mix for the whole family. The 24-hour race 
is complemented by exhibitors from the 
motoring world, a big fun fair and two 
rock concerts.
www.int.rendezvousenfrance.com

sWeDeN: RED BULL HOME RUN
This race on the slopes at Åre on 20 april, 
starts after the lifts close for the day. 
everyone begins at the same time without 
skis or a snowboard – kitting-up is part 
of the race. as soon as the starting signal 
sounds it’s a rush to don equipment and 
get downhill as fast as possible. 
www.skistar.com

UK: INTERNATIONAL PILLOW FIGHT DAY
Feathers will fly in Trafalgar square, London 
on 5 april with this fun frenzy. The rules are 
simple: don’t hit anyone holding a camera 
and don’t hit anyone without a pillow, swing 
lightly, remove your glasses, and use soft 
pillows only.
www.pillowfightday.com    

Down anD DirTy
Get ready for some filthy fun in amsterdam, 
the Netherlands, with the Muddy Mates 
adventure challenge – a five-kilometre mud-
run. This adventure race invites teams of two 
or more to tackle a course packed with 12 
obstacles, including mud-pits, rope nets and 
crawls. runners don’t need to be seasoned 
athletes – they just need to be willing to get 
dirty and help one another throughout the 
challenging course. Naturally, there are prizes 
for the fastest competitors, but other awards 
are given for outfits in the categories of 
‘weirdest’, ‘Muddiest’, and ‘Best Team’. There’s 
even a Mini Muddy course for juniors between 
the ages of 4 and 11 to make sure everyone 
winds up mud-coated. a day-long festival 
kicks off after the races, with live music and 
food for mucky pups both young and old. 
http://en.muddymates.eu

sTeaming souTh aFrica
The annual Stars of Sandstone Steam Heritage Festival takes place at Sandstone Estates 
near Ficksburg in South africa from 12 – 21 april, celebrating the myriad steam-driven vehicles 
and machines that have been restored to pristine condition at the Estates in celebration of 
the origins of transportation from days gone by. Military vehicles, trek oxen, old tractors, steam 
lorries, traction engines, locomotives, vintage buses and cars all take centre stage against the 
backdrop of the impressive Eastern Free State landscape with the majestic Maloti Mountains 
of the lesotho Highlands looming in the distance. a more picturesque backdrop for the vast 
vintage steam collection is near-impossible to find. Sandstone’s world-renowned 26-kilometre 
narrow gauge railway forms the backbone of the event, which attracts steam enthusiasts from 
across the globe. all aboard for this vintage revival festival.
www.sandstone-estates.com
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R E F I N I S H E R

UTOMOTIVEAAUTOMOTIVE

Transport heritage worldwide is a particular passion of mine
and I was able to tick another box after a visit to the
stunning Sandstone Estates near Ficksburg in the Eastern
Free State recently. This is a treasure trove for anybody

interested in steam trains, agricultural equipment, military vehicles
and classic cars. 

The opportunity was the 10-day annual Stars of Sandstone
festival celebrating transport through the ages, with the accent on
steam trains running on a narrow gauge (2ft – 610mm) railway
network on the farm totalling 26km. This beautifully manicured
estate is home to one of the largest collections in the world of
working narrow gauge steam locomotives and rolling stock.

Many steam locomotive drivers and steam enthusiasts from the
UK make the trek to Sandstone every year, as do a host of local
enthusiasts and volunteers.

The Sandstone Stars has rapidly built up a proud reputation
among steam lovers all over the world and it also attracts many
photographers – many of them from overseas – as the Eastern Free
State is ideal for photographic shoots at this time of the year, with
autumn colours, fields full of colourful cosmos, sunflowers and soya
bean plants. Some of the photographers even used remote drones
to get unique overhead shots.

This is an exclusive event and one has to book in advance as the
number of daily visitors is strictly limited. (A family ticket for a day
costs R740, which includes lunch). I went there as a member of the
Lotus Register, although none of us ventured there over the
potholed roads in our Lotus cars or replicas.

The driving force between this amazing collection of historic
vehicles – most of them in working condition - set in the rolling
countryside adjoining Lesotho is Wilfred Mole, who brought the
Nokia cellphone brand to South Africa. What he has achieved is
nothing short of amazing.

Being a journey into the past I chose the latest arrival in South
Africa from Peugeot, the 2008 compact cross-over, as the ideal way
to get to Sandstone Estates. Not only was it a practical choice but
Peugeot is a company with a very long history, stretching back more
than 200 years. 

The original company was founded by the Peugeot family in 1810
to make coffee mills and bicycles. The first vehicle was a tricycle with
a steam engine that took to the roads of France in 1889, to be
followed by a car with an internal combustion engine in 1990.

The Peugeot 2008 Allure was a revelation, being spacious for a
vehicle in this category, with plenty of luggage space, a very
comfortable ride, a willing 1.6-litre petrol engine that is also
economical and a small, chunky steering wheel for a most enjoyable
driving experience.  Priced at R269 900 it is in a very competitive
segment of the cross-over market but it is very well equipped with
a host of convenience and luxury features so that it can take the fight
to the opposition.

The 2008 is Peugeot’s first foray into the compact urban cross-
over market, but it comes off a solid foundation in that the
underpinnings are shared with the highly-rated 208 hatch. Initially it
has come to SA only with the comprehensive Allure specification
and a 1.6-litre petrol engine, so there is the possibility of the local

Peugeot subsidiary adding more variants if demand requires a wider
range.

The willing Peugeot 2008 whisked my son, grandson and myself
to Sandstone far quicker than we expected, although avoiding
potholes between Bethlehem and Fouriesburg proved nerve-
wracking. However we survived unscathed; unlike the current
breed of small cars which have runflat tyres or just a repair kit and
compressor and no spare wheel, while the 2008 at least has a Marie
biscuit spare to keep one mobile. 

Driving down the gravel road to Sandstone one is immediately
impressed by the neatness of the farm. However, the real eye-
opener comes when you arrive at the railway station with its
adjoining restaurant that is the hub of activities during this festival.

Our first experience was a shortish trip on a train pulled by two
Lawley locomotives that are more than 120 years old. The rest of
the morning was spent walking about and studying a host of
vehicles from steam tractors to a wide variety of military vehicles
from Olifant, Sherman and Russian Tiger tanks to Saracens and
Ferret scout cars with a host of others in between. 

We also walked through several of the sheds, which are actually
huge, high quality aircraft hangars. The one housing the collection
of more than 200 tractors was most impressive, but so was the one
with the old combine harvesters and threshers – some of them
made of wood! 

We were also able to see a couple of volunteers fitting a brand
new, four-cylinder Rolls-Royce engine into a Ferret scout car.

One can even go for a ride in a genuine ox wagon pulled by
huge Afrikaander trek oxen, but we decided the pace would be too
slow with so much to see and do.

A highlight was the display by the tanks and other wheeled war
machines in the afternoon which was then followed by the offer to
“go for a ride”. There was no second bidding as we first “rode” on
the Russian tank as its powerful V12 engine roared us around the
test drive area. We also went on an Olifant tank as well as in a Ratel
and on a Rooikat. What an experience, particularly for my eight-
year-old grandson.

A further walkabout amid the military vehicles and equipment –
including looking at a 25 pounder cannon which I was involved with
in my military training days – and the steam tractors revealed an
amazing coincidence.

The day before we went to Sandstone I had been chatting to
Toyota’s president and CEO, Dr Johan van Zyl, at a Hino function
at the Toyota HQ and mentioned I was going to Sandstone. He
then reminisced and told me how there had been steam trucks
doing the rubbish removal in Springs when he was growing up
there. Low and behold at Sandstone there was not only a working
Sentinel steam truck, but it carried a “TS” number plate, which
stood for Transvaal Springs!

A two-hour train trip with two big Garratt locomotives up front
provided a fitting end to a wonderful day.

After spending the night at the Fouriesburg Country Inn the
next day saw us make an early start for a pleasant drive home in
the Peugeot 2008, once again avoiding the potholes.

NEWS FROM THE ZOO - by Roger Houghton

REGULAR BITS

A JOURNEY 
BACK IN TIME:
FICKSBURG
WELCOMES YOU
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Stars of Sandstone 2013: 
From a driver’s perspective

Driving steam at Sandstone is not like any other preserved 
railway I have driven on, and I have driven steam in many 
countries around the world.

We start off with a roster for each day together with a consist 
and timetable that is agreed with ALL of those involved.

Usually the driver and fireman collect the loco at the depot, 
where it is generally fully prepared, but if for any reason it is 
not, we get in and give the paid staff a hand. There are four staff 
members to raise steam, check for defects and prepare the locos. 
There is also a team of all female cleaners who do a good job 
on the engines.

The depot is on a lower level to the main station, so after 
obtaining water, and if required, coal, the loco is worked up 
hill to the main station at Hoekfontein. There is a turning 
triangle suitably located so that the loco can be turned to face 
the right direction of travel. The station has been built with 
two platforms, one for the main line, while the other is for 
loop line services.

After attaching to the consist, the Guard will check the 
brakes, and discuss any run pasts for the photographers or 
other essential details regarding the trip. We run on the good 
old vacuum system, and try to run with 21in of vacuum 
throughout the train, and have a minimum of 6 vehicles for 
braking purposes on the 1 in 20. 

The usual direction of departure is towards Grootdraai. The 
first part is downhill for about 1 mile with a ruling grade of 
1 in 44. There follows an approximately 1 mile uphill section 
to the summit alongside Sandstone’s own grass air strip. It is 
down again into the turning loop at Grootdraai which we 
usually traverse clockwise.

We then retrace out steps to Hoekfontein. Departing 
Hoekfontein in the opposite direction it is level through the 
sidings/yard until the perimeter fence is reached. The line then 
drops down for around 1 mile on a ruling grade of 1 in 38 
before climbing and levelling out at Mooihoek. At Mooihoek 
there is a shunt neck with run round facilities if required to 
run short workings.

After Mooihoek the fun part starts. The line commences 
downhill before crossing the entrance road at a level crossing. 
From here the ruling grade is 1 in 22 and the climb is just under 
2 miles before a gentle decent in to Vailma siding, which is also 
equipped with a run round loop. On arrival at Vailima siding, 
adjacent to the SAR 3ft 6in line, it is usual to take on water. 

Departing Vailima there is a succession of sharp curves with 
short uphill and downhill sections for about two miles before 
reaching the steepest part of the line, which is a downhill 
section of 1 in 20. Good brakes are the order of the day! From 
the bottom of the 1 in 20 we retrace our steps to Hoekfontein. 

As you may have seen in various photographs we often have 
more than one locomotive on a train. This brings other details 
into play. All crews have to work in unison. Not always easy 
with five locos and 37 vehicles! 

The choice at Hoekfontein is either to continue or take the 
loco to shed. If going to the shed, the shed staff will inform us 
as to how they require the loco to be left.

Incidentally, unlike most years, in 2013 ALL of the steam 
crews and guards resided in various states in Australia – NSW, 
SA, Qld and WA!    David Rollins 
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Kick Start MMXIII
A monthly publication of The Vintage 

Motorcycle Club Johannesburg, 
South Africa. Flickr - Jean’s Photographs

A Journey Back in Time: 
Ficksburg Welcomes You

- by Roger Houghton
Click here to read more

Business Day, Friday 6 June 2014
Click here to read more

Stars of Sandstone 2013: 
From a driver’s perspective

- by David Rollins
Click here to read more

And now something 
completely different

If you have never believed in the 
power of nature read this:

The Crankhandle Club

Mail & Guardian, May 16 to 22 2014
Click here to read more

Global Go - Your World, Local Colour
Steaming South Africa
Click here to read more

Narrow Gauge World
Click here to read more

http://www.vintagemotorcycleclub.co.za/KICK_START_2014_06_June.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tarkastad
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/In_the_press/20140530/NEWS_FROM_THE_ZOO.pdf
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20140612/Steam_Dreams_Low_Resolution_for_Email.pdf
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/In_the_press/20140515/Sandstone_Dave_Rollins.pdf
http://theeco-senior.blogspot.co.uk/2014/06/from-trash-to-treasure.html
http://www.steam-in-action.com/
http://www.crankhandleclub.co.za/index.html
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20140617/mail%2520%2520guardian%2520-%2520on%2520track%2520for%2520a%2520trip%2520down%2520memory%2520lane.jpg
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20140616b/p12-13_yw%2520local%2520colour%2520v4.pdf
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/20130701/narrow%2520gauge%2520world%2520-%2520jul-aug%25202013%2520-%2520stars%2520of%2520sandstone%2520centre%2520page%2520photo.pdf
http://www.crankhandleclub.co.za/index.html
http://www.vintagemotorcycleclub.co.za/KICK_START_2014_06_June.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tarkastad
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20140617/mail%20%20guardian%20-%20on%20track%20for%20a%20trip%20down%20memory%20lane.jpg
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/In_the_press/20140530/NEWS_FROM_THE_ZOO.pdf
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20140612/Steam_Dreams_Low_Resolution_for_Email.pdf
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/20130701/narrow%20gauge%20world%20-%20jul-aug%202013%20-%20stars%20of%20sandstone%20centre%20page%20photo.pdf
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20140616b/p12-13_yw%20local%20colour%20v4.pdf
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/In_the_press/20140515/Sandstone_Dave_Rollins.pdf
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Click Here to visit  
our website

Stars of Sandstone 2014 - Gallery

Contact Us

In April even the smoke is in Autumn colours                              Photo credit: David Benn

Photo credit: Alex Reichle

Photo credit: Wilfred Mole

Joanne West

joannewest@btinternet.com

33 Searing Way, Tadley, Hants,  
RG26 4HT, U.K.

Babita Hira

babitan@sandstone.co.za

Sandstone Estates (Pty) Ltd, PO Box 
67805, Bryanston, 2021, South Africa

Traffic Jam

We are not sure if there are many 
places where a 1915 Feldbahn 
locomotive, a Casspir, Blesbok, 
and some Afrikaner oxen are all 
having to wait for the traffic to 
thin out so they can get moving.

Rolling stock at rest – Sand-
stone Estates, April 2014

mailto:joannewest%40btinternet.com?subject=Stars%20of%20Sandstone%202015%20-%20Contact%20Us
mailto:babitan%40sandstone.co.za?subject=Stars%20of%20Sandstone%202015%20-%20Contact%20us
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